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The President’s Corner     by John Butler                 
You may ask sometimes, what do I get for my dues? Fifty 
percent of our budget goes to pay for our speakers and 
rent for Hatch Auditorium. Besides bringing in world 
renowned speakers, every year we try to give speaking 
opportunities to up-and-coming historians. They must prove 
themselves before we allow them to speak at the BCWRT, 
but speaking at the BCWRT allows speakers a rare 
opportunity to talk before large crowds of 350+ attendees.  

Every year we also contribute a $1,000 scholarship to a UNCW Master’s 
Program student. One example of the results of the UNCW Scholarship is 
Samuel Flowers. He received our scholarship in 2021. Since his graduation 
he has taken a position as Assistant Professor of History at Louisburg 
College in Raleigh. He is also a contributing member of the Emerging Civil 
War. I spoke with Sam at the most recent Emerging Civil War Symposium 
(August 7-9, 2026) and he was very appreciative of the scholarship and the 
opportunity it gave him to continue his master’s program. At the Emerging 
CW Symposium, he participated in a couple of panel discussions and 
assisted in the running of the meeting. Since 2025 he has written numerous 
articles on various CW topics and several book reviews. You will find one of 
his articles in this issue on page 6. Sam is just beginning his career as a 
guest speaker for various CW Round Tables. On January 7, 2027, he will be 
giving a presentation at the Cape Fear Civil War Round Table. The 
scholarship program is just one way to support bringing new blood into the 
study of history and particularly the Civil War.

The other major expense we have is donating to a local CW battlefield 
restoration. In the past fifteen years, we contributed over $78,000 to this 
effort. Our latest  is in partnership with Wade Sokolosky and the Blue and 
Gray Education Society. The First Battle of Kinston Battlefield Park in 
Kinston, NC needs a major update. This battlefield was established 20 years 
ago. The BCWRT is contributing $1,600 to fund the replacement of 11 
interpretive panels. The Blue and Gray Education Society will raise 
additional money to repair Harriet’s Chapel.

Everyone can take pride in the efforts to further the education and 
knowledge of the Civil War. If you go to the local sites of Fort 
Anderson, Fort Fisher, Bentonville, etc., look for the BCWRT 
logo on various markers, etc. John
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BCWRT  Upcoming Event

See page 13 for Pre-Registering for the Meeting and the link to watch on YouTube.

Thomas Jessee is a well-known 
living historian and reenactor who 
has portrayed Lee at major national 
events since 1969, including the 
150th anniversary commemoration 
of the surrender at Appomattox 
Court House. He is approved by 
the National Park Service to 
portray General Lee across the 
national park system, including the 
Appomattox visitor center film. His 
busy schedule includes frequent 
speaking engagements at historical 
symposia, schools, and Civil War 
round tables.  Coincidentally, he 
serves as the Commanding General 
of Confederate Forces for the 
annual reenactment of the Battle of 
Olustee. This battle will be 
discussed by Capt. Ed Gantt (U.S. 
Navy, Ret.) at our October 5th 
meeting. 

Living History Brought to Life: Meet Gen. Robert E. Lee 
By Chuck Roedema

We welcome returning living historian 
Thomas Jessee in full Confederate uniform 
portraying General Robert E. Lee at our first 
meeting of the new season.  Known for his 
meticulous attention to detail and 
compelling first-person portrayals, Jessee 
will offer us a captivating look into the mind, 
character, and legacy of one of American 
history’s most prominent military figures.

Rather than a standard lecture, this 
immersive presentation provides a deep 
dive into Lee’s early life from his West Point 
days and antebellum military career through 
the high-stakes battlefield decisions of the 
Civil War.   

Ask General Lee. One of the most 
compelling features of Lee’s visit will be his 

desire to interact with us, his audience, to answer questions and 
reveal perhaps little known facts and events throughout his life. 

This might include his early 
childhood, his relationship with 
wife Mary Custis and their seven 
children, or his life after resigning 
his commission. His comments 
usually include little known facts 
rarely if ever found in history 
books. Jessee’s appearance in 
Lee’s uniform will seem so 
genuine, it will be as if General 
Lee is there in person, just saying 
it like it was! 

Jessee as R. E. Lee

Thomas Jessee with Curt Fields 

BCWRT Upcoming Event 

About the Presenter

Tuesday, September 1, 2026      
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We had quite a festive occasion last May 5 
when we celebrated our 16th anniversary,  
made special by the appearance of the foot 
stompin’ music of the bluegrass band, Dear 
MariBella and the Pigkickers, to start the 
evening.

May Meeting Review                  

They were followed by popular returning guest speaker 
Hampton Newsome, award-winning Civil War historian and 
prominent author, who discussed a most informative and 
interesting topic entitled, “The Fight for the Old North State.” 

By Chuck Roedema
Smiles Galore at Our 16th Anniversary Celebration

Dear MariBella and the Pigkickers

Hampton Newsome with members
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By John Butler

This past April, Bennett Place held the 161st 
Commemoration of the Surrender of General 
Joseph E. Johnston and his Confederate Army.  

This surrender is less well known than Appomattox, 
but involved the surrender of a larger number of 
Confederates and the end to the entire war.  Over 
the course of three days (April 17, 18, and 26, 
1865) General William Tecumseh Sherman and 
General Joseph Johnston deliberated the terms of 
surrender and peace at Bennett Place, a 189-acre 
Piedmont, North Carolina farm owned by James 
and Nancy Bennett. 

In the final resolution, on April 26, 1865, 89,270 
Confederate soldiers who were still actively fighting 
in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and North 
Carolina officially surrendered. This submission 
was the largest of Confederate soldiers in the 
American Civil War.

Bennett Place is located in Durham, NC and is a 
NC State Historical Site. It consists of a visitor’s 
center, museum, monuments and replicas of the 
Bennett’s home and surrender site. The Visitor’s 
Center has a research library and theater with a 
17-minute movie, “Dawn of Peace,” about the 
surrender and a small museum.

A tour of the site will take less than two hours and 
is easy to get to.   

Civil War Sites 
Tour of Bennett Place State Historic Site                                                                                                       
Site of the Confederate Surrender on April 26, 1865 
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By Jim Dunn

BCWRT Tours 
Guided Tour of Oakdale Cemetery                                                                                                     

The Brunswick Civil War Round Table will host a special guided tour of Oakdale 
Cemetery in Wilmington on Tuesday, October 20, at 10:00 AM, led by noted historian Dr. 
Chris Fonvielle. The event offers members and guests an opportunity to explore one of 
Wilmington’s most historic and storied landscapes through the lens of Civil War history.

Founded in 1852, Oakdale Cemetery is the 
resting place of numerous figures connected to 
Wilmington’s wartime past, including soldiers, 
civic leaders, and families whose lives were 

shaped by the conflict. Dr. Fonvielle will guide attendees through key 
sections of the cemetery, sharing insights into the individuals buried 
there, the city’s role during the war, and the cultural significance of 
Victorian‑era memorial traditions.

“Oakdale is one of the most evocative historic sites in the region,” Dr. 
Fonvielle notes. “Its monuments and stories offer a powerful window 
into Wilmington’s Civil War experience.”

The tour will last approximately two hours and will include 
opportunities for questions and discussion. Comfortable walking 
shoes are recommended.  

Monument “To The Confederate Dead” at 
Oakdale Cemetery

Dr. Chris Fonvielle

After the capture of Fort Fisher and the fall of 
Wilmington in January 1865, the handling of the dead 
was generally battlefield internment. 

“In 1867, land was purchased from a local Wilmington 
resident for the construction of a national cemetery. 
Most of the original interments were remains removed 
from the Wilmington City Cemetery, Fort Fisher, Fort 
Johnson and the surrounding area. An inspection 
dated May 13, 1870, reports 2,039 interments, 
including 698 known and 1,341 unknown graves 
marked by headboards.”

National Cemetery Administration

The graves of the known included 55 USCT 
soldiers. Scorned as a “Yankee” cemetery by 
some neighbors, this cemetery became the place 
where Union veterans and African American 
citizens came together — especially on 
Decoration Day each May 30 — to honor those 
who paid freedom’s ultimate price. Today, visitors 
also reflect on freedom’s ongoing cost as 
soldiers, sailors, and marines of later wars fill the 
cemetery. It is a fitting place to give voice to Paul 
Laurence Dunbar’s poem to The Unsung Heroes 
of the USCT.

American Battlefield Trust

Wilmington National Cemetery                                                                                                     

Sign-ups will be held at our September 1 meeting. Space is limited, 
and early registration is encouraged. The cost will be $15 per person.

https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/wilmington.asp
https://www.battlefields.org/visit/heritage-sites/wilmington-national-cemetery
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Emerging Civil War recently posted a “Question of 
the Week” asking if anyone had an ancestor who had 
fought in the Civil War. The comments were filled 
with very interesting stories of soldiers and sailors 
who, if not for their descendants, would have been 
lost to time. I thought that telling my family’s story 
would give further documentation of ordinary soldiers 
who otherwise would have been forgotten.

My five-times great-grandfather went by William 
Lovelace “Love” Flowers. Love, the son of a 
Revolutionary War veteran, resided in Marion 
County, South Carolina and was considered a 
leading patriarch at around 63-years-old. A religious 
man, Love lived up to his name, and between two 
marriages, he fathered twenty-four children: two sons 
from his first wife and the rest from his second. 
According to an 1860 census, Love and his family 
were farmers just like many were in Marion County, a 

region of the Palmetto State that was predominantly 
rural.

By the time the war started, it is safe to say that Love 
was a staunch pro-Confederate and believed in 
South Carolina seceding from the Union. Of his 
twenty-four children, thirteen lived to adulthood, and 
eleven were military-age men eager to serve the 
Confederate cause. In my research and knowledge 
of the American Civil War, I do not know if any family 
had more brothers in one family who served. 
According to some records available, these are the 
names and regiment information found:

Pvt. Archibald “Love” Flowers, Company G, 10th SC 
Infantry

Pvt. Burnett Flowers, Company I, 10th SC Infantry

Pvt. Barnabas Abraham Flowers, Company L, 10th 
SC Infantry

Pvt. Clayton Flowers, Company I, 10th SC Infantry

Pvt. Elly Flowers, Company L, 21st SC Infantry

Pvt. Henry Flowers, Company F, 4th SC Cavalry

Pvt. Joel A. Flowers, Company F, 4th SC Cavalry

Cpl. John Flowers, Company I, 10th SC Infantry (my 
4x Great-grandfather)

Pvt. Nathan Flowers, Company L, 10th SC Infantry

Pvt. William Flowers, Company L, 21st SC Infantry

Pvt. Williamson Flowers, Company D, 10th SC 
Infantry

In 2021, Our BCWRT 2021 
scholarship was awarded to 
Samuel Flowers who 
received his M.A. from 
UNCW with a concentration 
on American History. He is 
an Assistant Professor of 
History at Louisburg College 
in North Carolina.

In May 2025 Samuel became a member of Emerging 
Civil War where he contributes book reviews and is a 
guest author on a variety of Civil War subjects 
including his five-time great grandfather, William 
Lovelace “Love” Flowers, and his 11 sons who served 
in the Confederate Army.

Samuel Flowers 

By Samuel Flowers

Civil War Notes                              
My Civil War Brady Bunch: The Flowers Family at War

Continued on Next Page
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It’s safe to say that for going to war, the Flowers 
believed it to be a family affair and something they 
would all do together. Unfortunately, of the eleven 
brothers who went to fight, only six would return 
home, while the rest would perish in less discussed 
areas of the Civil War. The Flowers clan and their 
military service are closer to the reality of what most 
soldiers endured. Many soldiers did not go home 
and tell stories from the battlefield with visions of 
glory and grandeur. Some brothers were spared the 
fate of campaign and combat. William, Clayton, and 
Elly were mustered out of service in 1862-1863 due 
to enlistments running out and old age. As for the 
others, they experienced the realities of soldier life.

By 1863 the Flowers brothers of the “Bloody Tenth” 
started to drop like flies. In mid-September, Burnett 
contracted dysentery and died of the disease at a 

field hospital near 
Atlanta. Soon afterward, 
during the siege of 
Chattanooga, the 
regiment was under 
heavy fire while 
defending Confederate 
positions along 
Missionary Ridge. 
Nathan was captured by 
Union soldiers and sent 
to Rock Island, a 
prisoner-of-war camp 
located in Illinois. He 
contracted tuberculosis 
while in camp and died 
in January 1865. By 
1864, only Archibald, 
Barnabas, John, and 

Williamson were left in the regiment.

Tragedy continued befalling the surviving brothers 
into 1864. During the battle of Resaca, early in the 

Union campaign against the Confederate hub of 
Atlanta, Barnabas was wounded in the leg and sent 
home for the rest of the war to recover. The other 
brothers survived the rest of the war as they and 
their regiment battled through the Atlanta Campaign, 
Franklin, Nashville, and Bentonville. Aside from the 
brothers who were discharged early in the war, 
these three had slugged it out through some of the 
fiercest fighting in the 
Western Theater. 

For Love Flowers, he 
lost five sons, gone 
forever and buried 
somewhere far away 
from the family plot. 
Even the sons that did 
return home were still 
casualties from the 
war. Some came 
home wounded 
physically, while 
others were forced to 
hold traumatic images 
of visceral combat in 
their minds for the rest 
of their lives.

The Flowers brothers represent the horrors and 
realities of the American Civil War. Like so many 
others in the war, disease killed more than combat, 
and many were infected in camp or as a POW. 
Large families joined and fought in the same 
regiments, only for battle and disease to pluck away 
their loved ones. Those who returned home after 
fighting were scarred both physically and mentally 
and attempted to make sense of the destruction they 
had witnessed. For the Flowers brothers, there was 
no glory and sense of adventure by the end of it, 
only pain and mourning.

Pvt. Williamson Flowers 
(1832-1917) the author’s          
four-times Great Uncle                  

William Lovelace “Love” Flowers 
(1797-1875) the author’s                

five-times Great Grandfather                   
(Flowers Family Collection)

Civil War Notes…Continued                              

Samuel Flowers 
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The tour began with a classroom style 
lecture with Jim Ogden demonstrating 
military movements of the Union and 
Confederacy armies on a tarp on the floor. 
Throughout the day at every location, he 
made the battle come alive as if we were 
there.  

We traveled by bus to the Chickamauga 
Battlefield Visitor Center in Fort 
Oglethorpe, GA and then on to the battlefield. 
Monuments were allowed to be erected for every 
state that had 
soldiers who fought 
in the war (including 

one to the 2nd Ohio Infantry, Scribner’s Brigade, 
14th Army Corps with an upside down acorn). Also 
on the grounds was the Snodgrass House that was 
used to treat wounded (mostly Union) soldiers.  The 
last area we visited was the Chattanooga National 
Cemetery.           

Robbin Smith and Jim Ogden

Civil War Views 
Visit to Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 

By Robbin Smith

“The Women’s Civil War Museum” in Bardstown, KY 
In July, my husband Mike and I visited The Women’s Civil War Museum in 
Bardstown, Kentucky. It is self described as “the only museum in America 
dedicated exclusively to the contributions of women during the Civil War.”

The museum contains extensive exhibits about nurses, such as Fannie 
Ricketts, the Sisters of Charity, and Clara Barton. It also tells the stories of 
women who dressed as men to accompany and fight with their husbands 
or who enlisted on their own - among them Kady Brownell and Albert 

Cashier - as well as Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, and spies including Elizabeth Van Lew and Mary 
Elizabeth Bowser. It is wonderful that this museum exists and we were thankful that we were able to visit.

What luck to find such a combination in Bardstown - the Bourbon Capital of the World - where distillery 
tours and tastings sit side-by-side with Civil War history. — Jennifer Chapman

In June this year, our Ladies’ Forum leader, Robbin Smith and her husband, Stephen, traveled to Georgia to 
visit Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park for a tour led by Jim Ogden, Chief Historian of 
the Park and respected Civil War speaker.

In the Visitor Center was a museum 
including the Fuller Gun Collection.  

https://civilwarmuseumbardstown.com/womens-civil-war-museum
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=87610
https://www.nps.gov/chch/learn/historyculture/fuller-gun-collection.htm
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April 8, 1865 

On April 8, 1865, General Ulysses S. Grant was 
having a hard night.

His army had been harrying Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee’s for days, and Grant knew it was 
only a question of time before Lee had to 
surrender. The people in the Virginia countryside 
were starving, and Lee’s army was melting away. 
Just that morning a Confederate colonel had 
thrown himself on Grant’s mercy after realizing that 
he was the only man in his entire regiment who 
had not already abandoned the cause. But while 
Grant had twice asked Lee to surrender, Lee still 
insisted his men could fight on.

So on the night of April 8, 
Grant retired to bed in a 
Virginia farmhouse, dirty, 
tired, and miserable with a 
migraine. He spent the 
night “bathing my feet in 
hot water and mustard, 
and putting mustard 
plasters on my wrists and 
the back part of my neck, 
hoping to be cured by 
morning.” It didn’t work. 
When morning came, 
Grant pulled on his clothes 
from the day before and 
rode out to the head of his 
column with his head 
throbbing.

As he rode, an escort arrived with a note from Lee 
requesting an interview for the purpose of 
surrendering his Army of Northern Virginia. “When 
the officer reached me I was still suffering with the 
sick headache,” Grant recalled, “but the instant I 
saw the contents of the note I was cured.”

The two men met in the home of Wilmer McLean in 
the village of Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 
Lee had dressed grandly for the occasion in a 

brand new general’s uniform, carrying a dress 
sword; Grant wore simply the “rough garb” of a 
private with the shoulder straps of a lieutenant 
general.

But the images of the wealthy, noble South and the 
humble North hid a very different reality. As soon 
as the papers were signed, Lee told Grant his men 
were starving and asked if the Union general could 
provide the Confederates with rations. Grant didn’t 
hesitate. “Certainly,” he responded, before asking 
how many men needed food. He took Lee’s answer
—“about twenty-five thousand”—in stride, telling 
the general that “he could have...all the provisions 
wanted.”

By spring 1865, the 
Confederates who had 
ridden off to war four 
years before boasting 
that their wealthy 
aristocrats would beat 
the North’s money 
grubbing shopkeepers 
in a single battle were 
broken and starving, 
while the Union army, 
backed by a booming 
industrial economy, 
could provide rations 
for twenty-five 
thousand men on a 
moment’s notice.

The Civil War was won not by the dashing sons of 
wealthy planters, but by men like Grant, who 
dragged himself out of his blankets and pulled a 
dirty soldier’s uniform over his pounding head on 
an April morning because he knew he had to get 
up and get to work.

Heather Cox Richardson, Substack, April 9, 2026           

Appomattox Negotiations                                                                                                  

The Blue and the Gray at Appomattox After General Lee Surrender, 
April 8, 1865.   Drawn by C. S. Reanhart
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Civil War Women 

Soldiers, Spies, Femme Fatales                            

• It is estimated 1,000 women served

• 70% fought for the Union

• 30% fought for the Confederacy

• Of the 40% casualty rate, 14% of these 
were women

• 18% of the soldiers were captured by 
the enemy. 16% of these were women 

• 72% of the women were discovered as a 
result of a casualty or accident

• 17% served openly

• 10% were never discovered

• The average length of service was 16 
months

• 11% died in the military

We have learned in the past few years more about women disguising themselves as men to don a uniform to 
serve their country. Information has surfaced revealing the names of more women willing to temporarily set 
aside the identity of their gender.

Fannie Ricketts
Union General James Ricketts was 
seriously wounded and captured at 
the First Battle of Bull Run in July 
1861. His wife Fannie obtained a 
pass from J.E.B. Stuart, a friend of 
her husband from before the war, to 
search the battlefield for James. She 
found him in a makeshift hospital 
and went with him when he was 
moved to a Confederate prison. She 
remained there to care for him and 
other Union prisoners until his 
exchange and release. She again 
nursed him back to health when he 
was badly injured after his horse fell 
on him at the Battle of Antietam and a third time when he was shot 
through the lung at the Battle of Cedar Creek. 

After General Ricketts retired from active service, they lived  in 
Washington, D.C. until his death in 1887. Fannie died in December 
1900 and is buried next to her husband in Arlington Cemetery.

Brig. General James Ricketts and       
Fannie Lawrence Ricketts.                             
Photo by Mathew Brady

Statistics:

From The Civil War Ladies’ Department by Charen Bishop Fink.  Shared by Robbin Smith

Mix a quart of new milk with eight 
well-beaten eggs, strain the mixture 
through a fine sieve, and sweeten it 
with from five to eight ounces of 
sugar, according to taste; add a 
small pinch of salt, and pour the 
custard into a deep dish, with or 
without a lining or rim of paste; 
grate nutmeg or lemon rind over the 
top and bake it in a very slow oven.

Baked Custard Pie 
1861 

From The Civil War Ladies’ Department by 
Charen Bishop Fink.  Shared by Robbin Smith
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BCWRT News 

The Ladies’ Forum is for women only and is a free event each year for members of BCWRT.                                             
Guests are always welcome and pay only $5.  Light refreshments are served.    

The Ladies’ Forum 

Reservations are strongly recommended.                                                                                         
Please contact Robbin Smith at robbinsmithnc@yahoo.com to sign up.                                                         

There will also be a sign-up table near the stage with Robbin before the September meeting.

Monday, October 19, 2026,   6:00 - 8:00 pm                                                                            
Murrow Hall at Trinity United Methodist Church Nash St., 

Southport

Sue Crippen                                                           
as Southport’s own Kate Stuart 

The Brunswick Civil War Ladies’ Forum will present “Southport’s Own Kate Stuart” as portrayed by Sue 
Crippen, a performer and member of the Southport Historical Society. Kate Stuart, a formidable 
presence in Southport during the Civil War, was considered the matriarch of Southport, and referred to 
as the Grand Old Lady of North Carolina.

The Sutler’s Table
The Sutler’s Table has an assortment of polo 
and tee shirts for both men and women in 
different colors and sizes. 

You will also find hats, magazines, decals, 
and free Civil War Trails maps. 

Come on up and find something you like. We 
thank you for your support.

Civil War Round Table Congress                           
Wallace L. Rueckel            
Innovation Award

The CWRT Congress award is named after Wallace 
L. Rueckel, one of the co-founders of the Brunswick 
Civil War Round Table, which since 2010 has grown 
to become the largest CWRT in the country. 

Wally helped establish the CWRT 
Congress in 2020, and after he 
retired from their Board, the 
organization honored his 
legacy by creating this annual 

award. 

Congratulations to the CWRT of Fredericksburg.

The Calling Card
The Monthly E-Newsletter 

of the 
Society for Women and the 

Civil War

https://mailchi.mp/d2117a216c6c/the-calling-card-18056227?e=2204e737f4
mailto:robbinsmithnc@yahoo.com
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News to Share 

Emerging Civil War announced the election of Neil 
Chatetalin as the organization’s new president and 
editor-in-chief. 

Chatelain, formerly ECW’s vice president, steps into the 
role following the retirement of Chris Mackowski, who 
steps down after fifteen years of service in the role.

Also as part of the leadership transition, Dr. Angela 
Zombek, a BCWRT Advisor, will join ECW as chief 
historian. 

Evan Portman will assume the position of vice 
president. “The next generation of ECW leadership has 
‘emerged,’” Mackowski said. “I have always wanted this 
organization to be able to survive after me, and the new 
leadership is ready for that step. I am proud to see ECW 
evolve and grow. Neil, Angie, and Evan are poised for 
great things.”

Mackowski, who will continue to serve on ECW’s board 
of directors, will also continue to host the ECW Podcast 
and serve as managing editor of the award-winning 
Emerging Civil War Series published by Savas Beatie, 
LLC. “I’ll stick around as the ‘Grand Old Man’ of ECW,” 
he said. “But this will give me more time to focus on 
some of my own work, which tends to take a back seat 
to my ECW responsibilities. I’m glad for more time to 
write, in particular.”

BCWRT Donations 
The BCWRT has been asked to help fund replacement signs for the Kinston Battlefield. Eleven of the 
informational signs need to be replaced using the existing artwork and designs that had been used for the 
original signs. This will be done in conjunction with the Blue and Gray Education Society and each sign will 
have both the logo of the BCWRT and the BGES. We have agreed to split the total cost of approximately 
$3,200 with the BGES.

You may be interested and surprised to know that since the BCWRT began in 2010, we have donated a total 
of $78,635 to various organizations and causes. These include our annual scholarship, Fort Fisher, Brunswick 
Town/Fort Anderson, the U.S. Colored Troops sculpture at the Cameron Art Museum in Wilmington, CSS 
Neuse Museum, Bentonville Battlefield, NC Maritime Museum Southport, and a wide range of others. We are 
happy and honored that we have been able to make these contributions to so many worthy and valuable 
causes.

Neil Chatelain

Chris Mackowski Evan Portman

Angela Zombek

Emerging Civil War Announcements
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Cape Fear Civil War Round Table  
“The Process of Historical 

Research”

Thursday, September 10, 7:00 pm

St John’s Episcopal Church                                   

1219 Forest Hills Dr., Wilmington 

Starting its 32nd “Campaign,” the Cape Fear Civil 
War Round Table will step off on September 10, with 
the doors opening at 6:30 p.m. The meeting takes 
place in Elebash Hall at the rear of the church in a 
spacious but intimate room where the audience can 
personally interact with the speaker.

A native Wilmingtonian, Chris Fonvielle is the 
premier historian of the Lower Cape Fear.  A former 
president of the Cape Fear Civil War Round Table, 
he was the club’s first speaker in 1994 and remains 
a very active and supportive member.  Come and, if 
you haven’t already, meet Chris as he talks about 
“The Process of Historical Research.”  

With Dr. Chris Fonvielle      

Burgwin-Wright House
224 Market St, Wilmington, NC
Monday – Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm
Call (910) 762-0570

Bellamy Mansion
503 Market St, Wilmington, NC
Monday – Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm
Call (910) 762-0570

Wilmington                      
Historical Sites

Local News and YouTube 

Latimer House
126 South Third St, Wilmington, NC
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am - 3 pm
 Call: (910) 762-0492

If you are unable to attend the meeting in 
person, you will be able to watch it via 
YouTube Live Streaming by using the following 
link:

https://youtube.com/live/9SiWEJGYGfA?feature=share

The BCWRT YouTube Video Library is where 
you will find all of the videos that have been 
created:                
https://www.youtube.com/
@brunswickcivilwarroundtabl4954/videos

To view at home on your TV: watch on 
YouTube TV if you have that, or you can "cast" 
or "mirror" from your phone to your TV.  If you 
are unfamiliar with this, click here for a link to 
instructions..

Pre-Register for the               
September Meeting 

Starting Friday, August 21,  and lasting until 
noon on Tuesday, September 1,  current 
members may log into the system - https://
olr.bcwrt-nc.org/ - to print a ticket (one each 
for yourself and your spouse) showing you've 
registered. 

When you use the online system it will clearly 
show if you are current (dues paid)...and what 
to do if you are not up to date. It's that simple!

https://olr.bcwrt-nc.org/
https://olr.bcwrt-nc.org/
https://olr.bcwrt-nc.org/
https://olr.bcwrt-nc.org/
https://www.wikihow.com/Connect-My-Phone-to-My-TV
https://www.youtube.com/@brunswickcivilwarroundtabl4954/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@brunswickcivilwarroundtabl4954/videos
https://youtube.com/live/9SiWEJGYGfA?feature=share
http://latimerhouse.org
http://bellamymansion.org
https://youtube.com/live/fTT1GKhvTUg?feature=share
https://www.burgwinwrighthouse.com
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    The September BCWRT meeting is Tuesday, September 1, 2026.                                                                   
Hatch Auditorium, NC Baptist Assembly, Fort Caswell, Oak Island, NC.                                       

See page 13 for details to attend via YouTube. 

Registration begins at 6:00 pm and the meeting begins promptly at 7:00 pm. 

Muster Notes and Notables

BCWRT is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt organization,                                                                                      
co-founded by Tom O’Donnell and Wally Rueckel and organized in May 2010.

Mail Dues Checks to:  BCWRT, PO Box 10161, Southport, NC. 28461.                                             
(Please include your current phone number, street address, and email.)

John Butler:  President & Director
Ann Birdsall:  VP & Director
Jim Dunn:  VP & Director
Jennifer Chapman:  Secretary & Director
Tom Kehoe:  Treasurer & Director
Bruce Jordan:  Director
Chuck Roedema:  Director
Gar Dowell:  Advisor
Charen Fink:  Advisor
Chris Fonvielle:  Advisor

Trish Greene:  Advisor
Naomi Macey:  Advisor

Chris Mackowski:  Advisor
Skip Maxwell:  Advisor

Jim McKee:  Advisor
Wade Sokolosky:  Advisor

Robbin Smith:  Advisor    
Len Trizinski:  Advisor

John Wall:  Advisor
Angela Zombek:  Advisor

2025-2026 Officers, Directors, and Advisors

Call to Arms Editor:  Jennifer Chapman (jennifer.chapman3@icloud.com)

We Welcome Your Suggestions for our Speakers, Website, Meeting Procedures, Membership Retention, etc.

The Brunswick Civil War Round Table does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, religion, 
age, sexual orientation, creed, ancestry, disability or any other legally protected status in its educational programs, 
activities, or membership.

Connect with us 
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